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Harew!th are some of the corpents with respect to subject raper:

1. Zliminete from the title, "with rpecinl reference 4o
confliets in the Politbwro," since this is antedated by rocent
develomments of the Congress in Mosaow and, in additdon, tende
to mke the paper too confining,

2. Thie program ghould not be limited mevely to eaxploiting
g confliats in th sidtum but showld be
expanded to include conflisgts within other power groups in the
Sovist Undon an? In the Soviet Orbit, There should be sore sen—
eral statement in the paper to highlight this factor,

3. A brosd variety of indirect sctions must be organised with
the ides of crenting situntlons caraile of Inducing divicive
tencsions at tha top, Unless we oan select owr targets within areas
that U, &, overt and eowert capabilitlier can atiain and efect, the
ontire plan will be nothing rove than o plows doclarstion of intent,
Ths prirmary 8, therefors, will have to be sowsht for at a
mwh lower lo éi.a. , the pover leverg—-the Party, soms bureau
of government (M3B), the military forses, an? poneibly, amonz the
ethnie minority elemonts or the tresk.awny of a satellite emtity.
Although 1t is a desirable obfective to explolt or foment tenaions
within the Presldium prior to and subsequent %o Stelin's death
demise, 1t will have to gome about s o result of ereating situo-
tions vhish impel some form of sounter action., Therein the cone
ditiony develered will lead to the cirains in the hierarchy with
respeet to the oprosch or counters to bo Pollowed as the rasult
of that specific looue’s coming to 2 haad, :

4e The following
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4. The following factors ought to be taken ints considsration
in the paper:

s, Effact of the latest developments of the 19th Party
Congrass on ths gourse of astion outlined in the subject
piper. Spesifically, the following point: should be cone
sidereds

{1) Pliminetion of the Politburo snd its rerlacement
by tha Presidivm.

{2) stalin's role In the new varty and state strue-
tures,

(3) Any indieation that the chenges brought about by
the 19th Party Congrene have arested mmechinery ncoessary
for the gradunl and orderly trassition of power from Stalin
to the new group or individwsd,

(4) Malerkov's role in the new power complex,

b, Eramimation of the othar gonflicts within the Soviet
struvatre:

{1) The Mlitary versus the politisal apparctus,

(2) Semwrity apperatus versus the Mlitary and the
Pelitianl,

@, Althoush “talin's eventual death con be regarded sas a
sertainty, strains between the individualsz -nd groups sonmnected
vith the vroblem of susceseion should not be plascd in the same
oatogory. ‘& have no evidence that the existing "straina®
between the Individuals and groups are of such magnittds that
they will oulminate automatically in the imtermal confliet or
1sad to the inter-party struggle. Moreover, wa should not
assums that despite the exisiing riwairies, jealousien, sta.,
there may not be an orlerly transition of power which would
asgure &t least a short period of order and teanquility umbil
the existing or ereatad frictions would have sufficlent tinme
to fartilise, Ve must cortainly sssume that Stelin is fully
avers of this inatabllity and probably has devoted considarable
time to meldng sure that his ascomplishment will not he undere
mined by internal dissension, In such a cave, it would be more

mrafitable for
- -
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profitable for us to advanse owr atiack on two separate but
relnted fromia, Ons attack dirested to develop new and intan
#ify old personal fristions nmong the top leadershing and
another goordinated attack dimsstad to place the military in
opposition to the politleal apparatus,

It is the consensue that the paper as mresently drawn assumesthat
the tenslons and eonfliots In the ruling alique esist, Ve nust, instead,
ereate sonditions which will develop thene tensione =nd conflicts, In

*ty the target scloction needs to be broader and, at the same time,
defined {see paragraph 3, ahove). '

. Thin effect would be to take astion against the base of the yyremid,
vhich 1s approashable, and work progrescively toward the sumsit,

These are informal staflf comments submitted with a view towards
plasing the paper in o more acceptable light snd would be reflacted
in our briefing notes for the Direstor of lemtral Intelligense, If
the paper stays in its present sontext we would hops that it serve only
as a teyms of refervance for attagking this problem and would not be
binding on the tyre of planning vhingh would evolve; i.e., ancerdins
the top siructure of this regime as the rrineipal tavget,
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